
Nantucket School Committee 

Meeting Minutes 

October 2, 2012 

Page 1 of 3 
 

 1 

Present Members:  Robin Harvey, Jennifer Iller, Jenny Garneau, Melissa Bonvini Murphy, Joseph Zieff 2 

 3 

The meeting was called to order at 6:00 PM, by Jenny Garneau, Chairman, in the Nantucket High School 4 

Cafeteria.  Melissa Murphy made a motion to approve the agenda, Jennifer Iller, seconded, and it was 5 

approved unanimously. 6 

 7 

Presentations & Discussions of issues of interest to the Committee 8 

School Presentation- NES Partnerships – Principal Kimberly H. Kubisch 9 
Principal Kubisch began by commenting on how many partnerships there are between the community and 10 

the Elementary School.  One in particular, the Friends of Nantucket Public Schools (FONPS), has been a 11 

constant and has sponsored many activities for students.  Specifically mentioned for the month of October 12 

was the Sky Dome Planetarium (a 40 minute inside blow up planetarium exhibition showing the solar 13 

system, constellations, celestial data and the Nantucket night sky) that just completed a two-day 14 

presentation for all grades Pre-K through 5 and also an open community show that was offered on Monday 15 

evening, October 1, 2012. She also shared that during this month, Improv Boston, will be returning for its’ 16 

third year, and will perform their Anti-Bullying show as well as a family show coinciding with Red Ribbon 17 

Week.  Other Red Ribbon Week collaborations include newly hired Catharine Kelly, Project Manager for 18 

the DFC Grant awarded to ASAP, who is providing items to the students with anti-drug messages.  One 19 

other newly forming collaboration is with the Walden Chamber Players who have initiated a residency and 20 

workshop opportunities with the NPS district.  Although branching out to all three schools, they have 21 

already established a connection in NES and have strong interest from the students who want to develop 22 

their talents with string instruments.  Wrapping up the partnership presentation, Robin Harvey, concerning 23 

the Planetarium, asked if we partner with Maria Mitchell, and the answer was yes,   Fourth grade, sixth 24 

grade and Astronomy study in the HS all provide chances to work with MMA. 25 

 26 

1
st
 Quarter Budget – Director of Finance, Glenn L. Field 27 

Curriculum Report – Christine Tyrie, Director of Curriculum & Assessment 28 
Mr. Field shared similar information for FY 13 as he did with FY 12, i.e. spending is “on track”, and the 1

st
 29 

quarter budget is quietly moving forward as expected.  He did point out that this point of the year only truly 30 

shows three weeks of students in school.  31 

 32 

The School Lunch program is moving forward successfully and has even accelerated their dollar volume 33 

within the first two months.  Chartwells will provide a presentation at the next School Committee meeting 34 

which will most likely include a first month operating statement.  Jenny Garneau asked Student Council 35 

President, Joseph Zieff what he thinks of the new lunch program, his answer stating there are definitely 36 

more choices.  Superintendent Cozort was very happy to share that Chartwells has retained 100% of the 37 

Food Service Department staff. He added that the move to an outside provider should help us financially, as 38 

well as giving us a greater ability to address new federal and state regulations.    39 

 40 

 41 

Curriculum Report – Formative Assessment/Measures of Academic Progress (MAP) – 42 

Dr. Christine Tyrie – Director of Curriculum & Assessment 43 
Dr. Tyrie began her report about Measures of Academic Progress, an adaptive assessment that measures 44 

student achievement and growth in reading, language usage and math.  MAP is a computer-based 45 

assessment that adjusts to the individual student and can be given in grades 3-12.  It is an untimed test that,  46 
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on average, takes approximately 30-40 minutes per assessment and calculates the score, tracks the score 48 

and tracks the progress over time.  Dr. Tyrie shared that there are many advantages to this type of 49 

assessment testing: this will show how much a student does know; how much the student can grow over 50 

time; class results are available and can be downloaded within 24 hours after the entire class completes the 51 

assessment; reports are plentiful with individual scores appearing on the computer at the end of the actual 52 

test, and ultimately, this will result in data collection for quick response to improve overall instruction.  53 

MAP results can be readily used to identify students that need remediation and students that need 54 

enrichment.  If given a number of times per year, this type of assessment can be used to predict and track 55 

the growth from year-to-year.  The teachers are provided far more information and can target instruction, 56 

likewise these assessments can be available for parents with much detailed information in the form of text 57 

and graphs and percentages showing growth and progress over time.  Superintendent Cozort commented on 58 

teachers of his previous district embracing MAP.  Concerns from the School Committee were voiced: How 59 

are the teachers preparing? When is this starting? With an overwhelming amount of new tools asked of the 60 

teachers, why is this the year to implement MAP?  All good questions, and Superintendent Cozort 61 

responded that this year is the Pilot Year at the middle school only, and he believes the staff will quickly 62 

see how informative MAP can be in informing their instruction.  Michael Horton, Associate Principal of 63 

NES, jumped in about a field trip to Framingham, MA a few staff members took and how successful MAP 64 

seems to be there.  Students are excited about taking the tests on the computer, how it engages them 65 

immediately and how they like the tests moving ahead or back based on individual knowledge.   66 

 67 

Comments from the Public - None 68 
 69 

Committee discussion and votes to be taken 70 
A motion to approve the transfer and invoices was made by Melissa Murphy and seconded by Jenn Iller.  71 

The motion was approved by a vote of the Committee. 72 

 73 
A motion to approve the minutes of September 18, 2012, was made by Melissa Murphy and seconded by 74 

Jenn Iller and was approved by a vote of the Committee. 75 

 76 

A request was made to the School Committee to approve an overnight Field Trip to the Harvard Club for 77 

the Harvard Book Prize Breakfast on October 3, 2012.  This field trip has become an annual event, 78 

requiring leaving the island the night before the breakfast in order to arrive punctually for the morning start 79 

time.  Sean Davis and Keaton Goddard, both Seniors, were winners of the prestigious award, provided by 80 

Mr. Peter Panchy.  The two will chaperoned by Principal John Buckey.  Melissa Murphy made a motion to 81 

approve, seconded by Jenn Iller, and the motion was approved unanimously. 82 

 83 

Superintendent’s Report 84 

Enrollment 85 
Superintendent Cozort informed that our District is up from the 1

st
 day of school by approximately 11 or 12 86 

students.  It is not unusual for the Freshman class to show larger numbers at the start of school based on 87 

some students that do not move to the Sophomore status.  What is most revealing and starkly necessary to 88 

discuss is the historical enrollment over the last decade.  In three years, there has been an increase of 150 89 

students within NPS – a remarkable jump.  This large number was shared at with the Ad Hoc Budget group 90 

to keep them up-to-date on enrollment.  The demographic data is enlightening and presents challenges and 91 

opportunities.  These numbers most certainly open discussion about physical space and capital funding and 92 

how do we fill our student needs. 93 
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Homeschool 95 
Superintendent Cozort handed out a graph depicting this year and last year’s Homeschool status.  No large 96 

numbers, although they do fluctuate slightly over time.  Currently there are only a small handful of students 97 

being homeschooled that NPS is aware of, and only one student per the few different grades.  98 

Superintendent Cozort commented that typically we will not know of students who are older than 16 and 99 

that with Nantucket Lighthouse School and Nantucket New School, he feels that our small island offers 100 

options for parents to find the “right spot” for their child.  101 

 102 

Horizon 103 
Superintendent Cozort reviewed the agenda items for the next meeting on October 16, 2012 which will 104 

include: Tri-Council Meeting with MASC Director Glen Koocher, District Report Card, Curriculum 105 

Report, Nantucket High School ‘Nantucket’ History Course, John & Abigail Adams Scholars, Food 106 

Services Update. 107 

 108 

Sub-Committee 109 
Joseph Zieff shared Student Council newly elected members and that they have agreed to dates for their 110 

meetings.  They are discussing Spirit Days for homecoming, more ways to get the student body to become 111 

more involved overall.  Jenny Garneau reminded him about the idea of a lunch “mix up” day. 112 

 113 

Before closing the meeting there was more general discussion among School Committee members about 114 

numbers, space needs and conversations about the School Facilities.  This led to Superintendent Cozort 115 

openly brainstorming about possible places for students and /or faculty:  Teen Center, Early Childhood 116 

Center, Superintendent Office, Community School Space, Music Wing, the Sanford Building off-campus.   117 

 118 

And finally, Jenny Garneau enthusiastically lauded the Junior Chef competition held on a rainy Sunday at 119 

Cisco Brewers.  Well attended, raising over $5500 despite the weather, three teams of two students paired 120 

with one professional chef, competing for the prize of $500 in tuition money.  The Battle of the Tomato 121 

was won by Bartlett’s Team:  Otto Hessler, Brendan Harwood and Chef Neil Judson.  122 

 123 
A motion to adjourn the School Committee meeting was made by Melissa Murphy and seconded by Robin 124 

Harvey and the motion was approved by a vote of the Committee. 125 

 126 

Meeting adjourned at 7:06 PM 127 

Respectfully submitted, 128 

Logan M. O’Connor, School Committee Clerk  129 


